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NEWS RELEASE 
May 14, 1998 
Contact: Jim Pickering, pickering@udayton.edu 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON SUMMER LECTURE SERIES 
EXPLORES CATHOLICISM: PAST AND PRESENT 
DAYTON, Ohio- "Catholicism Past, Catholicism Present: Reflections on Popular 
Religion" will be explored in the University of Dayton summer lecture series sponsored by the 
religious studies department. Lectures will be presented at 7:30p.m. in the Sears Recital Hall in 
the Jesse Philips Humanities Center. 
Admission is free and open to the public. For more information on the series, call UD's 
religious studies department at (937) 229-4321. 
"Faith of the People: Popular Catholicism as Theological Source" will be presented 
Wednesday, June 24. "Orlando Espin, associate professor of theology and Latin studies at the 
University of San Diego, will discuss the theological and pastoral issues underlying a current 
approach to popular Catholicism. 
"The Blinking Madonna and Other Miracles: The Film and its Maker" will be held on 
Wednesday, July 8. Beth Harrington, a nationally known filmmaker, will discuss her film The 
Blinking Madonna and Other Miracles, which tells how she recorded a purported miracle with her 
video camera and the media event that ensued. Harrington also has produced public television 
documentaries and is a media instructor. 
"Catholic? Popular? Oh, Dear, What Does That Mean?" will be held on Wednesday, 
July 15. Gary Macy, chair of the department of theological and religious studies at the 
University of San Diego, will examine what makes a religious practice Catholic as opposed to 
Protestant or just plain Christian. Macy also will discuss what it means to say a religious 
practice is "popular" as opposed to "official." This presenation utilizes humor, slides and a 
video. 
"The Material World of Catholic Life" will be held Wednesday, July 22. Colleen 
McDannell, professor of history who holds the Sterling McMurrin Chair in religious studies at 
the University of Ut~h, will discuss how the material culture of American Catholicism- its 
pious objects, landscapes, architecture and art- helps bring about religious norms, values, 
behaviors and attitudes. 
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